
    

                                                                                    
 

      
                        

    
      

          

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

             
  

      
  

 
 

   
    

 
  

    
 

 
     

  
 

 
  

        
  

   
  

   
 

 
    

  
       
   

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA--HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES 
1600 NINTH STREET, Room 320, MS 3-8 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
TTY (916) 654-2054 (For the Hearing Impaired) 
(916) 654-1954 

October 16, 2019 

TO: REGIONAL CENTER EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 

SUBJECT: HOME AND COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES REGULATIONS – 
PROVIDER FUNDING FOR COMPLIANCE ACTIVITIES 

In January 2014, the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services issued final 
regulations, or rules, for Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS). The rules 
require that HCBS programs funded through Medicaid (called Medi-Cal in California) 
provide individuals with disabilities full access to the benefits of community living and 
offer services and supports in settings that are integrated in the community. This could 
include opportunities to seek employment in competitive and integrated settings, control 
personal resources, and engage in the community to the same degree as individuals 
who do not receive regional center services. The HCBS rules focus on the nature and 
quality of individuals’ experiences and not just the settings where the services are 
delivered. 

In recognition that some service providers need to take steps towards modifying their 
services to come into compliance with the HCBS rules by March 2022, the 2019 
enacted budget contains $15 million to fund necessary changes. Enclosed is the 
Department of Developmental Services’ (Department) Fiscal Year 2019-20 HCBS 
Provider Compliance Funding Guidelines for service providers who wish to apply for 
funding.  The Department will post this letter and the Guidelines on its website. 
Regional centers should share the Guidelines with their service providers and 
community. 

The Department will hold two, one-hour webinars to review the funding application 
process and answer questions.  The webinars will be held on Monday, October 28, 
2019, from 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and Wednesday, November 6, 2019, from 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

To register for any of the above webinars, follow the instructions found at 
www.dds.ca.gov/HCBS. 

“Building Partnerships, Supporting Choices” 

https://www.dds.ca.gov/HCBS/


 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
  

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

Regional Center Executive Directors 
October 16, 2019 
Page two 

We look forward to collectively working through this process as we move towards 
meeting the HCBS rules.  Please direct any questions regarding this letter to 
HCBSregs@dds.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Original signed by: 

JIM KNIGHT 
Assistant Deputy Director 
Community Services Division 

Enclosure 

cc: Regional Center Administrators 
Regional Center Chief Counselors 
Regional Center Community Services Directors 
Regional Center HCBS Program Evaluators 
Association of Regional Center Agencies 
Nancy Bargmann, Department of Developmental Services 
John Doyle, Department of Developmental Services 
Brian Winfield, Department of Developmental Services 
Patti Mericantante, Department of Developmental Services 
Mike Sakamoto, Department of Developmental Services 
LeeAnn Christian, Department of Developmental Services 

mailto:HCBSregs@dds.ca.gov

